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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 JAKART 04928 170843Z 
ACTION DLOS-09 

INFO OCT-01 EA-12 10-14 ISO-OO ACDA-12 AGRE-00 AID-05 
CEA-01 CEQ-01 CG-00 CIAE-00 COME-OO DODE-OO 
DOTE-OO EB-08 EPA-04 SOE-02 DOE-15 FMC-02 TRSE-00 
H-02 INR-10 INT-05 JUSE-00 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 
NSF-02 OES-07 OMB-Ol PA-02 PM-05 SP-02 SS-15 
ICA-20 AF-10 ARA-14 EUR-12 NEA-10 /211W 

044305 171025Z/17 

R 170737Z APR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY JAKARTA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8171 
USMISSION GENEVA 

UNCLAS JAKARTA 4928 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PLOS, ID 

SUBJ: FONMIN MOCHTAR AND LOCAL NEWSPAPER COMMENT ON LOS 
CONFERENCE DIFFICULTIES 

REF: JAKARTA 4795 

1 . SPEAKING TO PRESS AT AIRPORT ON HIS APRIL 14 DEPARTURE 

FOR GENEVA, FON MIN MOCHTAR KUSUMAATMADJA SAID LOS CONFERENCE 
IS NOW THREATENED BY A LEADERSHIP CRISIS, WHICH COULD BEST 
BE OVERCOMEIF PRESIDENT AMERASHINGHE VOLUNTARILY RESINGED. 

AFTER REVIEWING BACKGROUND TO AMERASHINGHE'S ELECTION, 

MOCHTAR COMMENTED, "IT IS REALISTICALLY DIFFICULT TO PER- 
CEIVE GOOD RESULTS" FROM THE CONFERENCE BECAUSE OF THE LEADER- 
SHIP ISSUE BUT HE ACKNOWLEDGED THE POSSIBILITY OF PROGRESS 
BEING MADE IN SIDE DISCUSSIONS BY THE MOST INTERESTED PAR 
TIES. MOCHTAR ADDED, "INDONESIA AND, I HAVE RECENTLY 
LEARNED, THE UNITED STATES HAVE MUCH INTREST IN THE BIRTH 
OF AN INTERNATIONAL LAW OF THE SEA CONVENTION". 

2. APRIL 15 EDITORIAL IN THE JAKARTA DAILY"FORTY-FIVE 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 JAKART 04928 170843Z 

GENERATION," WHICH IS CLOSELY ASSOCIATED WITH VICE PRESI- 
DENT MALIK, ALSO EXPRESSED CONCERN OVER OUTCOME OF LOS 
CONFERENCE BUT PLACEDBLAIMPRINCIPALLY ON U.S. FOR 
ATTEMPTING INFLUENCE CONFERENCE WITH SEABED MINING LEGISLATION. 
EDITORIAL SAW US CHOICE BETWEEN GAINING ADVANTAGES FOR ITS 
SEABED MINING COMPANIES OR GAINING THIRD WORLD SUPPORT IN 
MANY OTHER AREAS. IF A COMPROMISE IS REACHED BETWEEN 
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DEVELOPED AND DEVELOPING COUNTRIES ON THE SEABEDS ISSUE, 

THE ENTIRE NORTH-SOUTH DIALOGUE COULD BE FAVORABLY IN- 
FLUENCED, THE EDITORIAL CONCLUDED. 

MASTERS 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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